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Nursing Frequently Asked Questions

When should I submit my transcripts?
We recommend that applicants submit any final transcripts they have at the time of application. Any in-progress transcripts with updated marks should be submitted at the end of the fall semester while final transcripts should be submitted at the end of the winter semester. If applicants are completing any courses during the summer semester, an in-progress transcript should be submitted at the beginning of their summer semester and a final transcript when their semester is completed.  Final submissions for all transcripts are required to be submitted by August 15. 

I’ve applied to Trent, when will I receive a response?
The first round of offers is made in mid-late March. After that, offers are made on a rolling basis until the programs are full, normally by mid-June. 

I have a psychology degree, do I need the psychology prerequisite?
Applicants with a psychology degree but who have not taken 1.0 Introductory Psychology credits will need to meet this requirement for admission, or take Trent’s Introductory Psychology courses as part of their Nursing degree if admitted to the program (see I don’t have the psychology prerequisite, what transfer credits do I need instead?)

I don’t have the psychology prerequisite, what transfer credits do I need instead?
The psychology prerequisite for admission can be waived for applicants with at least 1.0 full credits at the 3000 (3rd year) level or above. If admitted to the program, these applicants would take 1.0 Introductory Psychology as part of their Nursing degree in place of the 1.0 3000-level elective credit that also forms part of the Nursing program.

I didn’t take any science courses at university, can I still apply?
Prerequisites can be met at the high school, college, or university level, or a mixture of the three. Applicants with an undergraduate degree can use high school or college qualifications to meet prerequisites.

I’m an RPN but my GPA isn’t high enough. How can I upgrade?
RPNs with a GPA that is too low for admission can complete the equivalent to a year of full-time undergraduate study (at least eight courses) to create a new basis of admission. 
Applicants that complete this type of upgrading may be considered for the collaborative and compressed nursing streams offered at the Peterborough campus.

I have an undergraduate degree, can I use this for transfer credits?
Yes! If you have completed university or college studies, you could be eligible for transfer credits. If they are equivalent to courses that you need to fulfill the degree requirements for nursing, you would not need to retake those courses here at Trent. 

Can I take the program part-time?
Trent’s BScN programs are only offered full-time.

I am an internationally educated nurse and I have competency gaps. Can I apply to Trent?
Trent does not admit internationally educated nurses who have completed a B.Sc. in Nursing (or equivalent) or who hold a Registered Nurse license to our collaborative or compressed nursing streams. Trent is part of the Ontario Internationally Educated Nurses Course Consortium and information about this program can be found at rncompetencies.ca

Do you consider mature applicants?
Yes, but mature applicants must meet the same entry criteria as all other applicants. Mature applicants who do not meet these requirements should apply for admission to the Honours Science program to upgrade their qualifications and apply to transfer into Nursing.

What can I do if I was declined admission?
Applicants that are not given an offer of admission to the nursing program either have not met the academic requirements, did not have a competitive average for admission, or were not successful on the CASPer test.
Applicants that are admissible to Trent University are given an alternate offer to a year of general study (Honours Science) and you will find more information about this offer at trentu.ca/alternateoffers 

If you did not meet the prerequisite course requirements
All applicants must meet the prerequisite subject course requirements as posted on the Trent/Fleming School of Nursing website trentu.ca/nursing/programs. 
English, biology, chemistry, and math may be upgraded either through Grade 12 4U courses, two semesters of college courses, or one semester of a university course.  The compressed program has specific undergraduate degree course requirements which can only be met through additional undergraduate degree studies. 

If you did not meet the admission average
Applicants who do not meet the admission average for either of Trent’s nursing programs will be considered for an alternate offer of admission to Trent’s Honours Science program. In order to be eligible for this program, applicants must meet the minimum university admissions average for either high school (70%) or post-secondary (65%) applicants.  

Can I defer admission?
The nursing program is a limited enrolment program.  Requests for a deferral of admission will be considered on a case-by-case basis and may not be granted.
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